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to preserve the British Commonwealth, although they may
respond just as promptly to an argument that it is in the
interest of Canada to preserve it.
The social cohesion of the prairie region itself has
weakened since the First World War, owing to the varied
development of its natural resources, the growing maturity
of its economic structure, and the havoc wrought by trade
depression in the thirties. That portion of Manitoba
suitable for mixed farming has been encouraged to enter
upon agrarian diversification by the nearby metropolitan
market of Winnipeg. The material interests of the mixed
farmer are not identical with those of the specialized wheat
grower, and the two are often reluctant to collaborate.
Moreover, the rise of industries other than agriculture,
especially mining in Manitoba and Alberta, has made the
economy of the region less purely agrarian. The collapse of
the world wheat market in the early thirties shook the
whole community, reduced its total income, and abruptly
terminated that remarkable progress which had begun in
the West a generation earlier. Southern Saskatchewan,
which in successive years experienced a searing drought
as well as low prices, suffered most, and here former standards
of living were shattered and the structure of local government
undermined by debt. Alany from the prairie, especially
the young, hastened eastward to the towns of the St.
Lawrence valley, and Saskatchewan actually lost population
between the censuses of 1931 and 1941. Within this period,
the Prairie Provinces as a whole, wrhile they achieved a
small absolute increase in numbers, failed to retain their
natural increase. This recession reduced their bargaining
power within the Dominion, and accentuated internal
fissures, reflected in the struggles over cheap money, social
credit, and similar policies. Yet these three provinces
remain a distinct region; they still respond intimately to
the fortunes of the grain trade; they still believe that they
have a common interest and a common fate, and continue
as a unit to exert influence in the political life of Canada.
British Columbia as the fifth and most westerly region
embraces an extensive Cordilleran belt of mountains, table-